











































































































































































































































































Mazu Belief and Maritime Silk Road
LIAN Xinhao
( Department of History, Xiamen University, Xiamen, Fujian, 361005，China )
Abstract:  The rise of Mazu belief in Song Dynasty is closely related to the complex navigation technology. It is 
the product of the era of the Maritime Silk Road. In the Ming Dynasty. Zheng He's voyages to the Western Seas 
in Ming Dynasty was in a sense the peak of maritime Silk Road. Maritime Silk Road is accompanied by Mazu 
belief. Mazu belief is the spiritual pillar of the Maritime Silk Road, and Mazu Temple is the material carrier and 
important marker of it. In the last wave of the Maritime Silk Road-the era of Guangdong Customs in the early 
Qing Dynasty, the open of sea ban and the spread of Mazu belief also played mutually reinforcing roles.
Key words:  Mazu Belief; Maritime Silk Road; T'ien Hou Assembly Hall; Guangdong Customs
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